Poet:___________________________________________

LINING A POEM

Adapted from Babinec—“Thinking About Lining”

Remember, when reading your poems, your readers need the occasional line break and new stanza to absorb what they’re reading.  Poets provide this when they choose how to line their poems.  Consider using uniform lines—keep all of one idea on a line.  Think about stanzas—keep a group of related lines in one “paragraph.”  Consider how this white space will help your reader digest your poem.  Some form of organization gives a poem with a good start a better chance to become great.  It will help your readers best understand your message AND how you’re saying it.

Here’s a poem I wrote when I was in college about my dad.  I put it in paragraph form, but it looks awful; it needs lining work desperately.  Use slash marks /        /   to put in where you think it could use a line break, or rewrite it using lining.   There are no tricks or right answers.  Just put them where they sound good to you and have reasons why.  I’ll show you how I really organized it in a bit and explain my thinking.  

Think carefully about what you are doing.  Don’t put marks in haphazardly.  

“My Father’s Hands”

Stained permanently brown like the earth you like to turn, like the wood you like to work, like the eyes of your children.  Perpetually cracked and worn from exposure to the wind, from the cold and from the sun, from the constant work you do.  Years of dust and dirt embedded so far deep into the cracks, so far beneath the surface, so far from describing you.  With an iron vise-like grip just right for pounding nails, just right for fixing pipes, just right for pinching bad kids.  And yet surprisingly soft for cleansing and tending cuts, for cutting and combing hair, for loving your family.

