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"Oh, good, I can finish the article
| started last year."



Hyperbole is a form of speech that could be described as an extravagant exaggeration.  This is a form of verbal irony (overstatement).
[image: image2.jpg]



Examples:  


Underline the examples in the poem, “Yarns of the People” by Carl Sandburg
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	"My sister uses so much makeup,... 


· "she broke a chisel trying to get it off last night!" Johnny, from Prescott Middle School, Baton Rouge, Louisiana, USA 

· "Marilyn Manson freaked out when he saw her!" Nizam, from Bukit Panjang Gov't H. S., Singapore 

· "when she takes it off, my mom doesn't recognize her." Ashley, from Knoxville, Tennessee 

· "she has to use a sandblaster to get it off at night." Margaret 

· "when she smiles her cheeks fall off." Ed 

· "by the time she gets it all on, it's time to take it off!" Josh W. 

· "she weighs 50 pounds more when she's done!" Alex 

· "at night she has to get the paint scraper to take it off." Beth Atkins 

· "the artist formerly known as Prince gets ideas from her." Ashley Christine 

	
"My dog is so ugly,... 


· "We had to pay the fleas to live on him!" Demi & Cynthia, from Larose Middle School, in Larose, Louisiana, USA 

· "he has to sneak up on his dish to eat". Ivan, from Buffalo, NY, USA 

· "we have to pay people to pet it" Bobby W. 

· "the fire hydrants disguise themselves!" Cara K. 

· "you can't tell if she's coming or going" Ashley Brosseau 

· "he saw himself in a mirror and ran away!" Josh W. 

· "I have to tie a pork chop around his neck to get other dogs to play with him!" Ashley Clarke 

· " we have to wait 'till midnight to take him on walks." Ashley, from Dexter, Missouri 

· "he only has cat friends!" Justin, from Dexter, Missouri [Grand Prize Winner] 

	"The town where I grew up is so isolated,... 


· "it makes ghost towns look popular" Jasmine, from Shannon Elementary School, in Pinole, California, USA 

· "our theatre is still waiting to get Charlie Chaplin movies..." Logan, from Nelson, BC, Canada 

· " I don't even know where it is!" Jessica, from St. Pete's School in Mansfield, USA 

· "the only friend I had was a duck." Britni, from Larose Middle School, in Larose, Louisiana, USA 

· "we just recently got news of this 'new fangled' technology called VCRs." Cameron, from
    Bukit Panjang Gov't. H. S., Singapore 

· "We had to drive to the city for gossip" Ed 

· "we lived in huts because it cost too much to get houses out there." Grant K. 

· "'paper, scissors, rock' is considered a high-tech game!" Cara K. 

Your turn!  Complete the following phrases using hyperbole:

Her singing was so off-key…(even Mrs. Falconer sounded good next to her ()
That cat is so dumb…

My room is so messy…
I did so much homework once…

The summer of 2007 was so hot…

The light was so bright…

The snow was so deep…

Make up your own ideas if you have extra time—be ready to share your examples!
They have yarns


Of a skyscraper so tall they had to put hinges 


On the two top stories so to let the moon go by,


Of one corn crop in Missouri when the roots


Went so deep and drew off so much water


The Mississippi riverbed that year was dry.


Of pancakes so thin they had only one side,�Of "a fog so thick we shingled the barn and six feet out on the


fog,"�Of Pecos Pete straddling a cyclone in Texas and riding it to the


west coast where "it rained out under him,"...


Of the ship captain's shadow: it froze to the deck one cold


winter night…


Of the man so tall he must climb a ladder to shave himself,�Of the runt so teeny-weeny it takes two men and a boy to see him,�Of mosquitoes: one can kill a dog, two of them a man,�Of a cyclone that sucked cookstoves out of the kitchen, up the


chimney flue, and on to the next town,�Of the same cyclone picking up wagon-tracks in Nebraska and


dropping them over in the Dakotas…


Of pigs so thin the farmer had to tie knots in their tails to


keep them from crawling through the cracks in their pens,�Of Paul Bunyan's big blue ox, Babe, measuring between the eyes


forty-two ax-handles and a plug of Star tobacco exactly,�They have yarns . . .








I’ve told you a million times not to exaggerate.


My teacher gave us a hundred pounds of homework tonight.








� HYPERLINK "http://www.paulbunyantrail.com/talltale.html" �http://www.paulbunyantrail.com/talltale.html�











